
Montclair K-8 Public Schools 
Outdoor Classroom Proposal 

Fall 2020

“Getting kids back to school in 
classrooms would be vastly beneficial 
to distance learning, and having kids 

learning outdoors would be even more 
vastly beneficial than having them in 

classrooms face to face.” 

- Craig Strang,  
Associate Director for Learning and Teaching  

at the Lawrence Hall of Science
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SUMMARY: 
Repurposing Montclair Public Schools’ outdoor spaces is a cost-effective way to reduce the 
burden on Montclair Public Schools, Staff and Students during the COVID-19 pandemic by 
increasing both capacity and options for social distancing as students return to school in the fall. 

Outdoor Classrooms are the solution to maintaining the Hybrid model initially proposed by 
Montclair Public Schools through August 13th, at which point they pivoted to all-remote 
instruction due to ventilation issues within the schools. The proposed Outdoor Classrooms 
would address the ventilation issues by cutting class size by 50% with an estimated 
implementation cost of less than $75 per student.

Key benefits of Outdoor Classrooms include:
	■ Retention of students and school funding; students who might otherwise be un-enrolled due to 

fears of in-person indoor schooling and/or parent reluctance to participate in distance learning.

	■ Retention of staff who might otherwise leave but would feel safer with outdoor option both 
inherently and because it can lead to a further reduction in class size.

	■ Creating more space indoors to accommodate increased social distancing.

	■ Maintaining equity for the entire student body in alignment with public education’s mission (as 
opposed to relying on remote learning which inherently involves uneven access to reliable wireless 
connection, computers, assistance from an available parent; offering a viable, robust alternative to 
the formation of private pods/private tutoring that many who can afford it are turning to).

	■ Providing fresh air to students, teachers and staff, thus decreasing potential exposure to the virus, 
and thereby mitigating the ventilation issues brought up on August 13th.

	■ Offering a renewed sense of joy for children through connection with the outdoors and a sense of 
healing for both teachers and students following the trauma of this past spring.

The National Council on School Facilities and Cooperative Strategies estimates that most schools will 
only be able to fit ~60% of students in their classrooms with the required spacing. We propose setting up 
outdoor classrooms in Montclair Public Schools’ outdoor spaces, which could accommodate 50% of the 
students at any given time if 100% of the student body returns to school in-person. If 50% of students 
returned to school in-person, all students could feasibly be accommodated in the outdoor classrooms, 
full time.

Much of this proposal is based on materials from the National COVID-19 Outdoor Learning Initiative. This 
Initiative was launched with an online public forum on June 4, 2020 called Outdoor Spaces as Essential 
Assets for School Districts’ COVID-19 Response and co-hosted by Green Schoolyards America, The 
Lawrence Hall of Science, San Mateo County Office of Education, and Ten Strands.

We have also considered in a preliminary way the areas of meals, Before Care/After Care, Recess/Gym, 
Staffing, etc. (See pages 14-15). As the detailed plans and guidance from Green Schoolyard’s working 
groups evolve in the coming weeks, we will build out these issue areas to fully address Montclair Public 
Schools’ needs in these categories. 
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Additional Resources:
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/outdoor-infrastructure

https://www.greenschoolyards.org/covid-19-guidance 

https://www.greenschoolyards.org/covid19-media-library 

https://www.greenschoolyards.org/working-groups

Context from Green Schoolyards America
EQUITY: This health crisis is exacerbating existing inequalities across America. There are vast disparities 
in students’ access to online learning, adequate food, stable housing, medical care and access to nature. 

LEARNING: Despite best efforts by school districts to provide distance learning, students are 
experiencing significant academic disruptions and loss.

MENTAL HEALTH: This crisis is causing substantial adverse experiences for children and adults. 
Students will return to school with a mental health burden caused by social isolation, uncertainty, 
trauma, and stress. 

PHYSICAL HEALTH: Most children and youth are spending their time indoors on electronic devices. 
It is likely that many will return to school at a reduced fitness level. Some may also have suffered from 
COVID-19.

ECONOMIC HEALTH: Our country’s economic strength and security are threatened when much of 
the workforce stays home and businesses close. Many school and childcare programs that allow parents 
to return to work are closed. 

EDUCATION WORKFORCE: The non-formal education sector is facing large scale job loss. If these 
skilled, professional outdoor educators, naturalists, and museum staff leave the field, schools will lose 
vital academic program partners.

https://www.greenschoolyards.org/outdoor-infrastructure
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/covid-19-guidance
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/covid19-media-library
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/working-groups
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INDIVIDUAL PLANS FOR MONTCLAIR PUBLIC SCHOOLS:

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
(Estimated)

50% OF CLASS 
OUTDOORS

BUDGET
(Estimated)

COST PER  
STUDENT  

(Estimated)
BRADFORD 436 218 $30,746.34 $70.52

BULLOCK 448 224 $33,350.82 $74.44

EDGEMONT 280 140 $17,024.92 $60.80

NISHUANE 417 209 $30,619.25 $73.43

NORTHEAST 412 206 $30,619.25 $74.32

WATCHUNG 425 213 $30,746.34 $72.34

HILLSIDE 593 297 $41,926.83 $70.70

BUZZ ALDRIN 658 329 $47,389.98 $72.02

GLENFIELD 675 338 $47,517.07 $70.40

RENAISSANCE 257 129 $16,897.83 $65.75
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MAPS OF SCHOOLS AND PROPOSED TENT PLACEMENT/LAYOUT:
Below are maps of each of the ten elementary and middle schools in the Montclair Public School 
system which show possible locations of 20’ x 40’ tents to accommodate 50% of the student body in 
Outdoor Classrooms. The icons for the tents are not to scale, but each space has been measured and 
allows more than enough room for the tents in question. It’s also clear from each map that every school 
has a significant amount of outdoor space remaining, which can accommodate additional Outdoor 
Classrooms, gym, recess, sports, spacing out of tents, etc.

 
BRADFORD ELEMENTARY:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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CHARLES H BULLOCK SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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EDGEMONT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Edgemont 
Elementary School

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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NISHUANE SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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NORTHEAST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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WATCHUNG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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HILLSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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GLENFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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BUZZ ALDRIN MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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RENAISSANCE MIDDLE SCHOOL:

Lunch Grab and Go
Possible  Additional  
Open Air outdoor ClassroomsTented Outdoor Classrooms
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FAQ:

Bathroom Breaks: Where/how will the students wash hands and use the restrooms?
Independent outdoor hand-washing stations (not needing power) are included in our budget. 
Students can go inside to use the bathroom. We could hire one additional staff member outside to 
be in charge of bringing students from the classrooms inside as needed. 

Before Care/After Care/Enrichment: How will these be held?
Because both the camping chairs and additional open air/un-tented outdoor classrooms are easily 
portable, the proposed outdoor classrooms can be repurposed for Before Care, After Care and 
Enrichment.

Class Size: What if the majority of a class elects Outdoor Classrooms (or Remote Learning)?
There are many different sizes and layouts of tents. In cases where a school needs a smaller or larger 
tent, these are available as well. Parents would have to select the option that best suits their needs 
at the start of the school year, just as they were instructed to do with the initial Hybrid option.

Equipment: How do we disinfect equipment between classes?
Each child gets their own chair marked with their name as part of their school supplies for the year. 
Camping chairs cost $10 and are included in the budget. The same goes for student whiteboards, 
markers and erasers. The cost for these is under $3 per student and is included in the budget. 
Epidemiologists from Green Schoolyards’ Health and Safety committee have confirmed that furniture 
and equipment made of natural materials does not require sanitizing and only plastic materials need 
to be wiped down if they are shared.

Funding: Where will the funding for the Outdoor Classrooms come from?
PTAs can repurpose funds earmarked for activities that will no longer take place due to Social 
Distancing. Grants are also available and are being fast-tracked. There is also the opportunity for 
corporate sponsorship/donation of equipment. Montclair Public Schools also received over $400,000 
from the CARES Act earlier this year and some of these funds could supplement these funding 
sources through additional fundraising efforts.

Implementation Timing: How long will it take to set up the Outdoor Classrooms?
All supplies listed on the budget can be delivered within one week.

Meals: How do we address Meals?
Students can eat meals and snacks from home outside in outdoor classrooms, maintaining 6 feet of 
distance. Grab and Go stations for prewrapped meals provided by the schools can be set up outside 
(included in tent layouts in this proposal). Or students who eat school lunch can enter the building 
in a distanced manner to pick up lunches and bring them outside to eat. Students will be required to 
bring their own water bottles to avoid using indoor water fountains.
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Recess/Gym: Where will kids have Recess and Gym if tents are in place?
Recess/Gym can be held in additional outdoor space available on school grounds, (see tent layout 
on following page) or at nearby parks. All schools will have a significant amount of outdoor space 
remaining besides what is taken up by the tents (see pages 4-13).

School Safety & Security: How do we address school safety, lockdowns, etc.?
The general consensus is that the threat of COVID is much greater than the threat of a lockdown 
situation. Also, given the amount of outdoor space that each school has available, tents can be 
positioned far from the road and placed in areas with existing boundaries (fences, tree lines etc). 
Concerns about elopement of students could be addressed with the existing boundaries and parents 
concerned about their child eloping from school grounds can choose the Remote Option.

Staffing: Who will teach the two classes? What if teachers don’t want to return in person?
Since each class has two teachers, one teacher can facilitate small groups of students in outdoor 
classrooms while the other teacher facilitates indoor and remote learning. The breakdown of staff 
assignments is directed by the Principal. If additional staffing is needed to accommodate the outdoor 
classrooms, specialists, paras, admins, librarians, etc. can assist. We can also bring on additional 
educators temporarily as needed to share the teaching load for classes that are split into smaller 
groups. The district can draw upon additional educators from a pool of currently unemployed or 
furloughed residential outdoor program instructors, experiential education field trip partners, science 
museum education staff, garden education organizations, sustainability fellows, etc. The Green 
Schoolyards Working Groups have evolving suggestions for workaround plans that include emergency 
certification of outdoor educators during summer and/or placing a lead teacher outdoors in the role of 
overseer for additional informal educators in order to meet state certification requirements. 

Social Distancing: How do we keep kids 6 feet apart in Outdoor Classrooms?
Create outdoor spaces for each cohort and mark boundaries with biodegradable chalk to ensure that 
students stay with their cohort when outdoors. Tent layouts allow for 20 children and 1 teacher with 
6 feet of distance between all. Current tent layouts account for at least 10 feet of distance between 
tents (in many cases much more). Students are asked to line up 6 feet apart while walking to and 
from classrooms.

Tent Setup/Takedown: Who will set up and take down the tents and when?
The tents can be set up and left on school grounds and the manufacturer stated that they can safely 
withstand winds up to 40 MPH. Buildings and Grounds staff would be responsible for setup and take 
down and parent volunteers can also help with this task if needed.

Weather: What happens with inclement weather? What about the winter?
The tents are waterproof and will protect students from rain and related weather. In the case of 
thunderstorms or other severe weather, schools could issue something similar to a snow day. Parents 
will be asked to send students with outdoor gear (jackets, hats etc) with the understanding that 
they are learning outside and schools will host individual clothing drives/swaps to ensure that every 
student has the necessary clothing. As the weather cools, schools can purchase outdoor heaters for 
the tents (listed on budget as additional options). If this proves too challenging, students could move 
to remote learning for the winter months and then opt back in for Outdoor Learning in spring.
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BUDGETS:

BRADFORD Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 218 students (50% of estimated student body) and 11 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 11 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 11 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 11 $23,099.89

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 11 $1,429.89

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 220 $2,197.80

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 11 $1,736.24

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 11 $916.63

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 11 $657.69

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 220 $598.31

Teacher Seating 11 camping chairs $109.89

TOTAL COST: x $30,746.34

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 11 $1,429.89

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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BULLOCK Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 224 students (50% of estimated student body) and 12 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 12 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 12 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 12 $25,199.88

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 12 $1,559.88

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 224 $2,237.76

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 12 $1,894.08

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 12 $999.96

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 12 $717.48

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 224 $609.19

Teacher Seating 12 camping chairs $119.88

TOTAL COST: x $33,350.82

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 12 $1,559.88

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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EDGEMONT Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 140 students (50% of estimated student body) and 6 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 6 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 6 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 6 $12,599.97

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 6 $779.94

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 140 $1,398.60

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 6 $947.04

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 6 $499.98

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 6 $358.74

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 140 $380.74 

Teacher Seating 6 camping chairs $59.94

TOTAL COST: x $17,024.92

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 6 $779.94

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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NISHUANE Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 209 students (50% of estimated student body) and 11 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 11 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 11 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 11 $23,099.89

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 11 $1,429.89

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 210 $2,097.90

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 11 $1,736.24

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 11 $916.63

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 11 $657.69

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 210 $571.12

Teacher Seating 11 camping chairs $109.89

TOTAL COST: x $30,619.25

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 11 $1,429.89

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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NORTHEAST Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 206 students (50% of estimated student body) and 11 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 11 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 11 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 11 $23,099.89

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 11 $1,429.89

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 210 $2,097.90

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 11 $1,736.24

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 11 $916.63

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 11 $657.69

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 210 $571.12

Teacher Seating 11 camping chairs $109.89

TOTAL COST: x $30,619.25

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 11 $1,429.89

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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WATCHUNG Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 213 students (50% of estimated student body) and 11 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 11 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 11 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 11 $23,099.89

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 11 $1,429.89

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 220 $2,197.80

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 11 $1,736.24

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 11 $916.63

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 11 $657.69

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 220 $598.31

Teacher Seating 11 camping chairs $109.89

TOTAL COST: x $30,746.34

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 11 $1,429.89

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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HILLSIDE Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 297 students (50% of estimated student body) and 15 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 15 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 15 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 15 $31,499.85

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 15 $1,949.85

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 300 $2,997.00

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 15 $2,367.60

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 15 $1,249.95

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 15 $896.85

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 300 $815.88

Teacher Seating 15 camping chairs $149.85

TOTAL COST: x $41,926.83

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 15 $1,949.85

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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BUZZ ALDRIN Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 329 students (50% of estimated student body) and 17 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 17 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 17 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 17 $35,699.83

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 17 $2,209.83

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 330 $3,296.70

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 17 $2,683.28

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 17 $1,416.61

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 17 $1,016.43

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 330 $897.47

Teacher Seating 17 camping chairs $169.83

TOTAL COST: x $47,389.98

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 17 $2,209.83

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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GLENFIELD Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 338 students (50% of estimated student body) and 17 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 17 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 17 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 17 $35,699.83

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 17 $2,209.83

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 340 $3,396.60

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 17 $2,683.28

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 17 $1,416.61

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 17 $1,016.43

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 340 $924.66

Teacher Seating 17 camping chairs $169.83

TOTAL COST: x $47,517.07

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 17 $2,209.83

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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RENAISSANCE Budget:
This budget accommodates approximately 129 students (50% of estimated student body) and 6 
teachers outdoors simultaneously, seated under 6 open-sided tents/canopies.

Below is a summary of the basic infrastructure needs for 6 outdoor classrooms including seating and 
whiteboards to accommodate the students and teachers listed above. See following page for images of 
items listed below.

The size and positioning of the tents are flexible and less than 50% of the available outdoor space is 
being used for this plan, allowing the rest of the space to be used for additional outdoor classrooms 
and/or other student activities like recess, gym, enrichment, etc. 

ITEM QUANTITY COST
20’ x 40’ Tents (without sides, for ventilation) 6 $12,599.97

Portable Non-Electric Handwashing Stations 6 $779.94

Student Seating - Children’s Camping Chairs 130 $1,298.70

Rolling Double-Sided Whiteboards 46” x 32” 6 $947.04

Teacher Storage Boxes Lockable 6 $499.98

Teacher Desks/Folding Outdoor Tables 4’ 6 $358.74

Student Lap Whiteboards, Markers, Erasers 130 $353.55 

Teacher Seating 6 camping chairs $59.94

TOTAL COST: x $16,897.83

Optional Add-ons not included above:

Heat Lamps 6 $779.94

Honey Wagons for Outdoor Bathrooms (Rented) $TBD
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EQUIPMENT:

 20’ x 40’ Tent: Handwashing Station: 
 

 (not exact same tent as budgeted)

 Teacher Tables/Desks: Teacher Whiteboards:
  

 Student Whiteboards: Teacher Storage:
 

Camping Chairs:
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EXAMPLE OF 20’ X 40’ TENT LAYOUT- 20 STUDENTS, 1 TEACHER,  
6 FEET DISTANCE IN ALL DIRECTIONS:

Additional possible configurations, 
i.e. for non-tented Outdoor 

Classrooms: 
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RECENT ARTICLES REGARDING OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS:

Schools Beat Earlier Plagues with Outdoor Classes. We Should, Too. 
New York Times, 7/17/20

Why Can’t We Just Have Class Outside 
The Atlantic, 7/28/20

School Openings Across Globe Suggest Ways to Keep Coronavirus at Bay, Despite Outbreaks 
Science, 7/7/20

The Push to Move Classrooms Outdoors Is Gaining Momentum 
New York Magazine, 7/29/20

A Growing Push to Conduct Outdoor Learning This School Year Has Historical Precedent 
Gothamist, 7/21/20

Outdoor Classrooms in the Age of COVID-19: Pros and Cons 
Education Week, 6/1/20

Is Outdoor School a Viable Option This Fall? 
Slate, 8/4/20

NYC Unveils Outdoor Learning Initiative for Upcoming School Year: What to Know 
NBC 4 New York, August 24, 2020

Should Children Go Back to School? It Depends in Part on Your Politics 
New York Times, 8/26/20

schools beat earlier plagues with outdoor classes. we should too
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/07/outdoor-schools-coronavirus/614680/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/07/school-openings-across-globe-suggest-ways-keep-coronavirus-bay-despite-outbreaks
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/07/reopening-schools-class-outside-covid.html
A Growing Push to Conduct Outdoor Learning This School Year Has Historical Precedent

Outdoor Classrooms in the Age of COVID-19: Pros and Cons

Is Outdoor School a Viable Option This Fall?

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/nyc-unveils-outdoor-learning-initiative-for-upcoming-school-year-what-you-need-to-know/2582593/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/26/upshot/school-reopening-partisan-divide.html

